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What’s	Nice:	Superb	art	direction;	interesting	role	playing	choices;	straightforward	combat	system.What’s	Naughty:	Be	prepared	for	lots	and	lots	of	exposition.What’s	the	Deal:	Mass	Effect	is	the	second	role	playing	game	from	Bioware	based	on	an	internally	developed	world.	Following	in	Jade	Empire’s	footsteps,	which	was	on	original	Xbox	game,
Mass	Effect	offers	an	easy	to	grasp	combat	system	that	offers	tactical	flexibility.	You	can’t	pause	to	give	orders,	but	when	you	change	weapons	or	biotic	powers,	the	game	does	pause.The	art	direction	is	stunning,	and	particularly	noteworthy	is	character	animation	during	conversational	interludes.	That’s	a	good	thing,	because	there	are	a	ton	of
conversation	opportunities.	The	voice	acting	is	generally	topnotch,	but	less	patient	gamers	may	find	the	lengthy	exposition	a	bit	tedious.Character	creation	is	detailed,	but	whether	you	pick	a	male	or	female	character,	he	or	she	will	always	have	the	last	name	“Shepard”—that’s	the	price	for	having	pre-recorded,	spoken	dialog.	Hardened	RPG	players
may	notice	some	similarities	between	biotic	powers	and	the	force	powers	from	Bioware’s	Star	Wars	universe-based	Knights	of	the	Old	Republic	game.Also	similar	to	other	Bioware	titles,	you’re	offered	moral	choices,	although	the	choices	between	the	good	and	evil	paths	seem	a	little	more	ambiguous	this	time	around.	Overall,	Mass	Effect	is	a	great
game	for	playing,	as	well	as	a	terrific	tech	demo	for	the	capabilities	of	the	Xbox	360.>>More	Game	&	DVD	Gifts	By	Chron	Contributor	Updated	July	14,	2021	Mass	communications,	as	a	subject,	covers	all	aspects	of	delivering	a	message	to	a	large	audience	through	a	variety	of	methods,	such	as	newspapers,	television,	radio	or	the	Internet.	Individuals
with	a	master's	degree	in	mass	communications	are	qualified	to	work	in	various	industries	that	require	experts	in	delivering	messages	with	a	wide	reach.	Reporters,	news	analysts	and	correspondents	bring	the	news	to	a	large	audience	through	newspapers,	television,	websites,	blogs,	e-zines,	radio	and	magazines.	Journalists	gather	facts,	conduct
interviews,	and	report	the	news	to	the	public.	Anchors	or	hosts	may	only	deliver	the	news	to	an	audience.	Some	journalists	specialize	in	a	topic,	such	as	business,	politics	or	sports,	while	others	work	on	multiple	topics.	Commentators	on	television	and	radio	news	offer	their	opinion	on	news	stories	while	columnists	provide	analysis	and	opinion	in
newspaper	columns.	A	master’s	degree	in	mass	communications	prepares	a	journalist	to	research	and	write	a	story	to	reach	a	large	audience.	According	to	the	U.S.	Bureau	of	Labor	Statistics,	a	graduate	degree	in	communications	prepares	individuals	who	have	a	bachelor’s	degree	in	another	field	to	work	in	journalism.	Public	relations	specialists	and
managers	work	to	maintain	the	image	of	their	employer	or	client.	A	specialist	may	work	for	a	public	relations	firm	maintaining	the	public	image	of	multiple	clients,	or	for	a	single	employer,	such	as	a	corporation.	PR	specialists	control	the	information	the	public	receives	about	their	clients	by	writing	press	releases,	communicating	with	media
organizations	and	holding	public	events	to	enhance	a	client's	image.	An	undergraduate	degree	in	communications,	public	relations,	integrated	marketing	communications,	business	or	journalism	is	the	usual	requirement	for	a	public	relations	specialist.	A	master’s	degree	in	mass	communication	with	a	specialization	in	public	relations	covers	public
relations	theory,	research	and	management.	An	education	in	mass	communications	can	lead	to	a	career	in	advertising.	Advertisers	attract	attention	to	a	product	or	service	by	communicating	an	appealing	message	to	potential	buyers.	The	field	offers	creative	and	management	positions.	Managers	oversee	the	advertising	department	in	an	organization
or	may	work	for	a	firm	providing	advertising	services	to	businesses.	Account	executives	in	advertising	manage	specific	client	accounts	in	an	advertising	firm.	While	a	bachelor’s	degree	in	advertising,	communications	or	business	is	the	usual	requirement	to	enter	the	field,	those	with	a	master’s	degree	have	advanced	knowledge	of	communications
methods	and	technology.	Courses	in	business	and	finance	can	enhance	the	credentials	of	an	advertising	executive.	Politics	provides	a	number	of	opportunities	for	those	with	a	master’s	degree	in	mass	communications.	Press	secretaries,	media	relations	consultants,	speechwriters	and	campaign	consultants	all	need	an	understanding	of	how	to
effectively	reach	the	voting	public.	Communications	experts	help	politicians	deliver	their	messages	to	the	public	through	press	releases,	speeches	and	political	ads.	A	graduate	degree	in	mass	communications	provides	an	education	in	communicating	complicated	messages	to	a	large	audience,	which	all	politicians	rely	on.	A	position	with	a	national
public	figure	may	require	a	master’s	degree	program	with	coursework	in	international	communications	and	journalism.	In	this	video,	you'll	learn	about	mass	production.	Mass	production	is	the	manufacturing	of	large	quantities	of	standardized	products,	often	using	assembly	lines	or	automation	technology.	There	are	many	benefits	to	mass	production,
including	,	lower	costs	from	automation	and	fewer	workers,	higher	levels	of	efficiency,	and	prompt	distribution	and	marketing	of	an	organization's	products.	Henry	Ford,	founder	of	the	Ford	Motor	Company,	developed	the	assembly	line	technique	of	mass	production	in	1913.	Watch	this	video	for	more	information	on	mass	production.	Skip	to	main
content	Definition:	The	term	"extinction"	is	a	familiar	concept	to	most	people.	It	is	defined	as	the	complete	disappearance	of	a	species	when	the	last	of	its	individuals	dies	off.	Usually,	complete	extinction	of	a	species	takes	very	long	amounts	of	time	and	does	not	happen	all	at	once.	However,	on	a	few	notable	occasions	throughout	Geologic	Time,	there
have	been	mass	extinctions	that	totally	wiped	out	the	majority	of	species	living	during	that	time	period.	Every	major	Era	on	the	Geologic	Time	Scale	ends	with	a	mass	extinction.	Mass	extinctions	lead	to	an	increase	in	the	rate	of	evolution.	The	few	species	that	manage	to	survive	after	a	mass	extinction	event	have	less	competition	for	food,	shelter,	and
sometimes	even	mates	if	they	are	one	of	the	last	individuals	of	their	species	still	alive.	Access	to	this	surplus	of	resources	to	meet	basic	needs	can	increase	breeding	and	more	offspring	will	survive	to	pass	their	genes	down	to	the	next	generation.	Natural	selection	then	can	go	to	work	deciding	which	of	those	adaptations	are	favorable	and	which	are
outdated.	Probably	the	most	recognized	mass	extinction	in	the	history	of	the	Earth	is	called	the	K-T	Extinction.	This	mass	extinction	event	happened	between	the	Cretaceous	Period	of	the	Mesozoic	Era	and	the	Tertiary	Period	of	the	Cenozoic	Era.	This	was	the	mass	extinction	that	took	out	the	dinosaurs.	No	one	is	completely	sure	how	the	mass
extinction	happened,	but	it	is	thought	to	be	either	meteor	strikes	or	an	increase	in	volcanic	activity	that	blocked	out	the	sun's	rays	from	reaching	the	Earth,	thus	killing	the	food	sources	of	the	dinosaurs	and	many	other	species	of	that	time.	Small	mammals	managed	to	survive	by	burrowing	deep	underground	and	storing	food.	As	a	result,	mammals
became	the	dominant	species	in	the	Cenozoic	Era.	The	largest	mass	extinction	happened	at	the	end	of	the	Paleozoic	Era.	The	Permian-Triassic	mass	extinction	event	saw	about	96%	of	marine	life	go	extinct,	along	with	70%	of	terrestrial	life.	Even	insects	weren't	immune	to	this	mass	extinction	event	like	many	of	the	others	in	history.	Scientists	believe
this	mass	extinction	event	actually	happened	in	three	waves	and	were	caused	by	a	combination	of	natural	disasters	including	volcanism,	an	increase	of	methane	gas	in	the	atmosphere,	and	climate	change.	Over	98%	of	all	living	things	recorded	from	the	history	of	the	Earth	have	gone	extinct.	The	majority	of	those	species	were	lost	during	one	of	the
many	mass	extinction	events	throughout	the	history	of	life	on	Earth.
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